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Subjects:  Direct ancestors of Alcide Bazile & Ethel Lee Harris    
 

Summary of Research Results:  
 
One and a half hours of research time was applied completing a digital collection survey 
to obtain copies of original documentation like census, probate, military and vital 
records as well as secondary documentation such as index entries and vital record 
transcriptions on the direct ancestors of Alcide Bazile and Ethel Lee Harris. The survey 
yielded four positive results and one possible positive result; specifically, a combination 
of census, vital and military records as well as vital index entries. All the positive results 
were related to the Bazile family. No positive results were found in relation to Harry 
Harris or the direct ancestors of Evelyn Payton beginning with her parents known as 
Zachariah and Nancy Payton. Each document obtained was analyzed and an in-depth 
summary of each document can be found below. A copy of each original record was 
uploaded into client Document Appendix accessible at 
www.capitalgenealogy.com/loretta-strachan. Please see pedigree chart in Document 
Appendix to visualize what has been verified and proven on the direct paternal 
ancestors of Alcide Bazile and Ethel Lee Harris.  
 
BAZILE - 1880 Marriage Registration for Marcillen Bazile & Marie Thomas 
 
A marriage registration was found for Marcellin ‘Basile’ and Marie Thomas at the Parish 
of St. Landry. The document stated the bride and groom were both residents of St. 
Landry and were married on 9 February 1880 by a Catholic Priest named C. Dengel. The 
witnesses to the marriage were Anton Thomas, James Ascrof and Alexander Pickin. This 
piece of evidence is not conclusively linked to the family. It has been included as a 
possible match.  
 
BAZILE - 1890 Three United States Veterans Administration Pension Payment 
Cards for Marcellin Bazile 
 
Three pension application index entries were found for Marcellin Bazile. All three 
contain information that helps to verify and prove these documents were found on the 
correct individual. It was discovered Marcellin Bazile or Basile had two aliases: John  
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Marsailles and John Marshall. Marcellin Bazile known also has John Marsailles and John 
Marshall served in the Corps d’Afrique which was a Civil War unit formed in New 
Orleans, Louisiana after the city was overtaken by the Union Army. He was in the 17th 
Corps d’Afrique Infantry, which later turned into the 80th U.S. Colored Infantry on 4 April 
1864. The Corps d’Afrique he belonged to formed later in time. This may indicate he 
joined the Union army as a freedman recruited from a refugee camp after liberation 
from whatever plantation he formerly was forced to reside at.  
 
The first card in the Document Appendix is associated with the name ‘John Marsailles’ 
(Certificate No. 769436) Army Invalid by an Act passed on 27 June 1890. He was recorded 
to have served as a Private in Company Co of the 80th United States Colored Infantry. 
Two minors who were dependent upon the veteran that were listed on this card 
included Alcide Bazile and Rosa Bazile. This card is important because it helps to verify 
and prove the aliases of the veteran as well as the relationship of him to his son Alcide 
Bazile. 
 
The second card in the Document Appendix belongs to John Marsailles also known as 
Marcellin Bazile. This card listed his certificate as number 806746 and the card was said 
to contain the names of minor associated with this individual by an Act passed on 27 
June 1890. His rank was said to have been a Private C17 Corps d’Alfrique, Louisiana 
Infantry and Private C80 of the U.S. Colored Infantry. The minors listed on the card were 
Alcide and Rosa Bazile. This card is important because it helps to verify and prove the 
aliases of the veteran as well as the relationship to his son, Alcide Bazile.  
 
The third card listed last in the Document Appendix belongs to John Marshall also known 
as John Marsailles and Marcellin Bazile. The minor listed on his card was a grandson 
named Joseph Reed who was said to have been a dependent of the veteran. The service 
listed on this card was 17th Corps of the Louisiana Colored Army Infantry as the 80th and 
88th Corps of the U.S. Colored Infantry. On the bottom of the card it was said that the 
veteran filed his application for invalid status on 8 October 1891 associated with 
application number 1062734 and certificate number 769436. A past application for 
minors of the veteran was filed on 9 February 1898 associated with application number 
674502 and certificate number 806746 filed in Louisiana.  
 
This card helps to verify and prove another alias known as John Marshall. A 1910 census 
found during a previous phase of research revealed Alcide Bazile resided at the home 
of Joseph Reed and was said to have been his step-brother. It is not clear why he was 
listed as a grandson on this card because it appears he may have been a step-son to the 
veteran.  
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BAZILE - 1900 Federal population census, Police Jury Ward 7, Jefferson, Louisiana, 
Family No. 226 
 
On 8 June 1900, a Federal population census was taken in Police Jury Ward 7, Jefferson 
County, Louisiana on the household of fifty-five-year-old railroad laborer Senge James. 
On the record, grandchildren named Rosa and Alcide Basile resided at the household of 
James and his wife Patsy. Due to the surname of Senge, it appears the relationship to 
the children must have been on the maternal side. This proves the marriage record 
found from 1880 in St. Landry to be inaccurate. Due to the likely maternal relation, it 
appears the mother of the children may have been deceased; because their 
grandmother reported her only child was dead by the time the census was taken in 
1900.  
 
Senge James was further described to have been born during September 1844 and by 
1900 had been married for thirty-years circa 1870. Patsy James was said to have been 
born during April 1844 and in 1900 she was a fifty-six-year-old who was said to have had 
one child before 1900, but by 1900 that child was reported as deceased. Rosa Basile was 
said to have been born during October 1889 and her brother Alcide was said to have 
been born in January 1892. The date of birth for Alcide is much later in time than what 
was thought to be known at project start. It may be possible his birthdate was recorded 
inaccurately in 1900 on the census. The Basile children were said to have been born in 
Louisiana to parents born in Louisiana. The father of Rosa and Alcide was known to have 
filed for invalid status in 1890 ten years before this record was created, which may 
explain why he was unable to reside and care for his children.   
 
BAZILE - 1898 Pension Application Index Entry for Marcellin Bazile 
 
A pension application index entry was found for Marcillin Bazile. It stated he had an 
alias John Marsailles and that his latest rank in the army was a Private in Company C of 
the 80th regiment of the U.S. Colored Infantry. He was transferred into serviced on 5 
April 1864 and was discharged on 23 September 1866. The transfer helps to prove he 
formerly belonged to the Corps d’Alfrique because members of that groups joined the 
U.S. Colored Infantry the day it was formed on 5 April 1864.  The card further indicated 
he applied for invalid status on 8 October 1891 associated with application number 
1062734 and certificate number 769436.  A past application for minors of the veteran 
was filed on 8 February 1898 associated with application number 674502 and certificate 
number 806746. At the very bottom of the card it noted his additional services included 
time in the 88th Corps of the U.S. Colored Infantry as well as serviced in the 17th Corps 
of the Louisiana Corps d’Alfrique infantry.  
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BAZILE - Death Index Entries for Men Named Marcellln Bazile 
 
Two death index entries were found on men named Marcellin Bazile or had names close 
to that name who died in Louisiana. An entry for found for Marceline Bazile said to have 
died on 21 December 1922 in Orleans Parish and born circa 1857. The second was 
Marcelin Bazile born circa 1821 and died on 3 August 1897 in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.  
 
Itemized List of Research Results:  
 

 BAZILE - 1880 Marriage Registration for Marriage Registration for Marcillen Bazile 
& Mary Thomas 

 BAZILE - 1890 Three United States Veterans Administration Pension Payment 
Cards for Marcellin Bazile 

 BAZILE - 1898 Pension Application Index Entry for Marcellin Bazile 
 BAZILE - Death Index Entries for Men Named Marcellln Bazile 

 
Summary of Research Recommendations  
 
Client is advised to contact genealogist to discuss possible recommendations in relation 
to Harry Harris as well as the direct ancestors of Evelyn Payton beginning with her 
parents known as Zachariah and Nancy Payton.  
 
At this stage the recommendations that can be made to learn more about the parents 
of Alcide Bazile are limited. Up to .25-correpsondence time is recommended for 
genealogist to submit requests to N.A.R.A. and any fees required by the agency for 
copies of their records will be passed onto client. A compiled military service record 
generally costs thirty-dollars and a pension record costs around fifty-dollars. N.A.R.A. 
does not charge any fees unless records are found.  
 
Up to 1-hour research time is recommended to apply on a digital collections survey after 
copies of military records related to Marcellin Bazile or John Marsialles or John Marshall 
are obtained from the National Archives and Records Administration. The research-hour 
will have a goal to learn more about the parents of Alcide Bazile as well as the 
grandparents beginning with the maternal set said to have been named Serge and Patsy 
James.  
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Itemized List of Research Recommendations  
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 1-hour research time 

 To continue to search to obtain copies of original documentation like census, 
probate, military and vital records as well as secondary documentation like index 
entries and vital record transcriptions on the direct ancestors of Alcide Bazile 

 
2. Correspondence, up to .25-hours correspondence time + fees  

 To submit a request to N.A.R.A. for a compiled military service and a pension 
record, at least $30 + $50 fees   
 

 

 

 
 


