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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identity and Direct Ancestors of Ephraim H. Smith   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to establish and prove the identity and direct ancestors of Ephraim 
H. Smith beginning with his parents who may have been Alpheus Smith (1780-1861) and 
Margaret Barto (1780-1850). A member of the Official Smith Project via Family Tree 
named Franklin Smith of California contacted client and strongly believes Ephraim H. 
Smith was the son of Alpheus Smith and Margaret Barto, but no copies of original 
documentation have been obtained yet to verify and prove their relationship. 
 
On Ancestry member account a Find a Grave burial index entry was submitted for 
Ephraim Smith with an image of his grave attached. The grave reported the name of the 
deceased was Ephraim Smith without a middle initial and that he was born on the 12th 
of October 1809 and died on the 11th of September 1892. The Find a Grave burial index 
entry stated the grave photograph was taken in the Waubeek Cemetery in Durand, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin. An unsourced note reported Ephraim Smith died in Eau Galle, Dunn 
County, Wisconsin; but a copy of his original death record has not been obtained yet. It 
is important to note deaths in the State of Wisconsin were not registered with the State 
until 1907. Some deaths were registered at the County level prior to 1907, but it varies 
from County to County.  
 
The religion (or religions) practiced by Ephraim Smith are not yet known. Ephraim Smith 
married Phebe Burton and she was known to have been born in Canada. The 1850 
census taken in Chazy, Clinton County, New York submitted by client on the household 
of Ephraim Smith reported that Ephraim and Phebe Smith had a son Sylvester born circa 
1836 in New York State. Phebe was around nineteen years old when she had Sylvester 
around 1836, which gives the impression she got married to Ephraim Smith shortly 
before his birth. It seems likely the couple was married in New York because none of 
their children were reported to have been born in Canada. Client reported it may be 
possible the couple was married on the 11th of September 1830 or 1833 in Clinton 
County, New York  
 
The gravestone for Ephraim Smith reported he was born in 1809, but it is important to 
note Federal population census records taken on our subject from 1850, 1860, 1870 and 
1880 reported he was born later circa 1812-1815. During the mid- to late nineteenth 
century the household of Ephraim Smith resided in multiple locations. In 1850 the 
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family lived in Chazy, Clinton County, New York; in 1860 they resided in Ellenburgh, 
Clinton County, New York (P.O. Mooers Forks); in they resided in 1870 Raymond, Stearns 
County, Minnesota and in 1880 remained in Raymond, Sterns County, Minnesota. On 
the 1880 census Ephraim ‘E.H.’ reported he was born in New York, but his parents were 
born in Vermont. The 1880 census revealed Phebe was born in Eastern Canada to a 
father born in England and mother born in New York.  
 
An 1840 Federal population census was submitted for Ephraim Smith and it was taken 
in Mooers, Clinton County, New York. On the record, the household contained four 
individuals including two adults aged 20-29 as well as two children a male and female 
aged under 5.  A military registration record from the 1830s was submitted for Ephraim 
Smith, but after close inspection of the document it may not be for the right individual. 
The record stated a man named Ephraim Smith born in Rensselaer County, New York 
enlisted in the U.S. Army at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A note was made on the 
registration that this Ephraim Smith was a minority.  It was postulated by client that 
Ephraim Smith had at least three siblings William ‘Billy’ Farnsworth Smith, Henry L. Smith 
and Christopher C. Smith.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
As discussed with client, there are four different types of original records that could 
serve as proof to conclusively verify and prove Ephriam H. Smith was the son of Alpheus 
Smith. Those records include a probate record for Alpheus Smith that contains a copy 
of his original last will and testament; church issued records including a christening and 
marriage record for Ephraim H. Smith; the last type of record, which is also the least 
reliable type of record for research purposes, would be a copy of an original death 
record for Ephraim H. Smith. There is a very small possibility a death record for Ephraim 
H. Smith exists because it is believed he died before 1907 in Wisconsin.  
 
Client has not searched for a copy of an original probate record for Alpheus Smith, but 
a copy of his original death record was submitted to verify and prove he died in 
Charleston, Orleans County, Vermont on the 17th of October 1861. It is not clear if 
Alpheus had a will prior to his death, but there is a chance a record may exist because 
he died at age eighty-one. It is more likely he may have had a last will and testament 
because many men who became aged during the nineteenth century who had property 
or goods to distribute to heirs drew up a last will and testament shortly before death. 
In preparation of this report genealogist identified probate records from Orleans 
County, Vermont have been digitized and will be one of the first collections to survey. 
There is also a possibility Alpheus died intestate or died before a last will and testament 
was made.  
 
An obstacle to locating a copy of an original christening and marriage record for Ephraim 
H. Smith is the fact that he was born and married before 1883 when New York State 
began to register vital events. In lieu of State issued vital records to search on our 
subject it will be important to learn more about places of worship in and around Clinton 
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County, New York where out subject may have worshipped. It is not clear what faith he 
practiced over his lifetime which is why it will be important search for all types of 
religious organizations that operated in Clinton County during the early nineteenth 
century. During this survey genealogist strongly recommends research be completed to 
identify religious churches that operated in Clinton County, New York during the early 
nineteenth century to determine the accessibility of their records today. It will also be 
important to check and see if any evidence can be found that would prove our subject 
resided outside of Clinton County before he temporarily resided in Clinton County, New 
York.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to one and a half hours of research time 
completing a digital collections survey on the identity of Ephraim H. Smith and his direct 
ancestors beginning with his parents. Goals of this survey will include but are not limited 
to searching for a probate record on Alpheus Smith as well as church records related to 
the christening and marriage of our subject Ephraim H. Smith. During this survey 
genealogist strongly recommends research time be applied to identify religious 
churches that operated in Clinton County, New York during the early nineteenth century 
to determine the accessibility of their records today. It will also be important to check 
and see if any evidence can be found that would prove our subject resided outside of 
Clinton County before he temporarily resided in Clinton County, New York.  
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 1.5 hours research time 

• Research survey on the identity of Ephraim H. Smith and his direct ancestors 
beginning with his parents that will search all available collections of documents 
that are published online including but not limited to Ancestry.com premium 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
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