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5Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  (1) Ancestral Couple: Henry A. Zekind & Carrie L. Gottsman  
    (2) Ancestral Couple: Thomas Ralph & Frances Ann Moore  
    (3) Ancestral Couple: Jozef Wasikowski & Frances Lorsch  
    (4) Ancestral Couple: Thomas J. Malak & Balbina Fluder   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
(1) Identity & Direct Ancestors of Charles Zekind & Dorothea Boguslawsky 
 
Genealogist identified two record collections of Jewish civil registration records from the 
towns of Kleczew (Konin), Poznań, Poland [1826-1883], Kalisz, Poznań [1809-1892], 
Poland and Rychwał (Konin), Poznań, Poland [1826-1855]. According to Ancestry 
member tree Charles Zekind was born in Kleczew to a father whose name is not yet 
known, and a mother referred to as Ester. It was said that Ester was born circa 1772 and 
died during 1831 in Kleczew.  Charles Zekind was said to have been married during 1827 
in Rychwał to Dorothea Boguslawsky and it was further said that Dorothea had origins 
from Kalisz circa 1809.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing an on-
site digital collections survey at the Familysearch Family History Center in Loudonville, 
New York, on the identities and direct ancestors of Charles Zekind and Dorothea 
Boguslawsky. Genealogist will search to obtain at least three records during this survey: 
a marriage record for Charles Zekind to Dorothea Boguslawsky, death record for Ester 
Zekind (maiden name not yet known), and birth record for Dorothea Boguslawsky.   
 
 

On-Site Digital Collections Survey at the Familysearch Family History Center in 
Loudonville, New York is a term we use to describe a research survey that must 
be performed at a Familysearch Family History Centers. Familysearch offers 
remote access to the public of some digitized record collections, but many of 
digitized record collections are locked from the public and only accessible to the 
public on-site at Familysearch Family History Centers using a special portal.  
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(2) Ancestral Couple: Frederick Henry Gottsman & Barbara Vanhorn  
 
To learn more about the identities and direct ancestors of the ancestral couple Frederick 
Henry Gottsman and Barbara Vanhorn their specific places of origin as well as the 
identities of their parents must be established and proven. Records that may help to 
determine their specific place(s) of origin include migration and naturalization records. 
According to U.S. census records submitted the couple they likely entered the U.S. circa 
1856 and by 1858 they were said to have been residents of South Bend, Indiana where 
Carrie L. Gottsman was said to have been born.  
 
No migration or naturalization records have been obtained yet on the couple. Frederick 
H. Gottsman was noted to have died on the 28th of December 1913 in Warsaw, 
Kosciusko, Indiana, but a copy of his original death record has not been obtained yet. 
On Ancestry member account the death record for Margaret Gottsman daughter of the 
couple was linked to the identity of Frederick H. Gottsman. It will be important to obtain 
a copy of his death record because it may report the identities of the parents of 
Frederick H. Gottsman. It may not be possible to find a State issued death record for 
Barbara Vanhorn Gottsman because she died during 1855 most likely in Indiana at a 
time prior to statewide registration of deaths.  
 
It is important to note the couple had two children in Europe prior to migration; a son, 
Peter, born in 1851; and a daughter, Margaret, born in 1853. It is important to note the 
couple had children overseas because if it is not possible to find a document related to 
this couple that reports their specific place(s) of origin it may be possible records related 
to their European born children may reveal more about where the family origins. 
Evidence also indicates that the couple Frederick H. Gottsman and Barbara Vanhorn 
were married in Europe prior to 1851.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to a half hour of research time completing a 
digital collections survey on the identities and direct ancestors of Frederick Henry 
Gottsman and Barbara Vanhorn as well as possibly the identities of their European born 
children Peter Gottsman and Margaret Gottsman. Genealogist will search for a copy of 
an original migration record for the Gottsman family who arrived circa 1856. In addition, 
genealogist will search for digitized copies of other records related to the family like 
naturalization and death records. If genealogist is unable to find digital copies 
recommendations will be made for requests to be submitted to the right government 
agencies.    
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
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(3) Identity and Direct Ancestors of Thomas Ralph  
 
No documentation linked to the identity of Thomas Ralph reported his specific townland 
of origin, but Irish birth, marriage and death index entries were submitted on the 
identities of his parents William Ralph and Mary Sadlier. It will be important to test the 
Irish index entries obtained by client to verify and prove the vital events related to the 
direct ancestors of Thomas Ralph beginning with his parents Mary Sadlier. Some Irish 
parish and State records have been digitized  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to a half hour of research time completing a 
digital collections survey on the direct ancestors of Thomas Ralph beginning with his 
parents William Ralph and Mary Sadlier to search for copies of original Irish State and 
church issued records.  
 
 
Identity and Direct Ancestors of Frances Ann Moore  
 
An obstacle to learning more about the direct ancestors of Frances Ann Moore is that 
they were residents of Canada and there is a low probability their specific places of 
origin in Ireland were recorded on copies of original documentation created during their 
lifetimes.  Genealogist did not make specific research recommendations for these 
lineages to learn more about the direct ancestors of Frances Ann Moore due to the high 
probability of negative findings.  
 
    
(4) Identity and Direct Ancestors of Jozef Wasikowski 
 
A specific place of origin has not been established yet for Josef Wasikowsk, but the 
identities of his parents were said to have been John Wasikowski and Anna Kryswoski. A 
document that reports the identities of the parents to Jozef Wasikowski has not been 
obtained yet, but it may be possible a copy of his death record may state the names of 
his parents. It was noted that Josef Wasikowski died on the 14th of February 1914 at an 
unspecified location most likely in Gaylord County, Michigan. He was said to have been 
buried at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Gaylord County.  
 
A Find a Grave burial index entry was submitted for Josef Wasikowski that reported his 
date of death as well as his date of birth which was said to have been the 15th of March 
1846 at an unspecified location in Poland or Germany. Two Federal population census 
records were submitted from 1900 and 1910 on the identity of Jozef Wasikowski. The 
1900 census reported he was a naturalized citizen by 1900 and that he arrived circa 
1878. No migration or naturalization records were submitted yet for Jozef Wasikowski, 
and it will be important to locate those records because each may report more about 
his specific place of origin.  
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Genealogist recommends applying up to a half hour of research time completing a 
digital collections survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Jozef Wasikowski. Many 
records from Michigan are available digitally which is why it will be important to search 
for a migration, naturalization and death record first. Genealogist will determine the 
location of any records that have not been digitized yet and specific recommendations 
will be made to obtain record copies.  
 
 
(5) Identity and Direct Ancestors of Frances Lorsch  
     
No documentation has been obtained yet to establish and prove the specific place of 
origin for Frances Lorsch, but her obituary reported she was born on the 1st of 
September 1854. She was reported to have died on the 14th of February 1931 and was 
buried at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Gaylord County, Michigan. A Find a Grave entry was 
likely cited as the sources for her dates of birth and death. A copy of an original marriage 
record to Jozef Waskikowski has not been obtained yet, but it was said that she likely 
married him circa 1878 in Europe before she migrated circa 1879-1880. No migration 
record has been obtained yet for Frances Lorsch, and she likely attained citizenship at 
the time of her husband became a citizen prior to 1900 because before 1921 wives and 
minor children became U.S. citizens at the time of their husband/father.  
 
The parents of Frances Lorsch Johann Carl Georg Friedrich Lasesch or Läske and Agnes 
(maiden name not yet known) were reported to have migrated to the U.S. as well and 
both were reported to have died in Michigan, but a death record was only submitted for 
her father and not her mother. A Germanic baptismal record for Johann was submitted 
from Karow u Plau, Mecklenburg, Deutschland, but no marriage record has been 
obtained yet for his marriage to a woman named Agnes. Also, no baptismal record was 
submitted for Frances Lorsch to conclusively verify and prove her specific place of origin.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to one hour of research time completing a digital 
collections survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Frances Lorsch. It will be 
important for genealogist to search for some U.S. documentation on Frances Lorsch and 
her parents as well as Germanic church records.  
 
 
(6) Ancestral Couple: Thomas J. Malak & Balbina Fluder   
 
No copies of original documentation were submitted yet on the ancestral couple 
Thomas J. Malak and Balbina Fluder to establish and prove their specific places of origin 
in Poland. It will be important to search for additional documentation from the U.S. to 
learn more about the specific place of origin for Thomas J. Malak. Genealogist 
recommends applying up to one hour of research time completing a digital collections 
survey on ancestral couple Thomas J. Malak and Balbina Fluder and their direct 
ancestors.  
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It was hypothesized by client that Joannes ‘John’ Fluder and his wife Julianna Pastucha 
had origins from Ostrzeszów, Wielkopolskie, Poland and it seems likely the family was 
Roman Catholic from some of the information submitted. Genealogist identified a 
strong collection of Roman Catholic church records from Ostrzeszów, Poznań, Poland 
that date from 1636-1911.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing an on-
site digital collections survey at the Familysearch Family History Center in Loudonville, 
New York, on the identities and direct ancestors of Balbina Fluder. Genealogist will 
search to obtain a combination of baptismal, marriage and burial records on the identity 
of Balbina Fluder and her direct ancestors beginning with her parents.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. On-Site Research at Family History Center in Loudonville, New York, Up to 2 
hours research time  

• An on-site survey of FamilySearch digitized records from Kleczew (Konin), Poznań, 
Poland [1826-1883], Kalisz, Poznań [1809-1892], Poland and Rychwał (Konin), 
Poznań, Poland [1826-1855 to search to obtain copies of original documentation 
to learn more about the identity and direct ancestors of Charles Zekind & 
Dorothea Boguslawsky 

 
2. Digital Collections Survey, Up to .5 hours research time 

• Research survey on the ancestral couple Frederick Henry Gottsman and Barbara 
Vanhorn and their direct ancestors that will search all available collections of 
documents that are published online including but not limited to Ancestry.com 
premium databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, 
military, probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may 
include copies of record transcriptions, record index entries and published 
genealogies. 

 
3. Digital Collections Survey, Up to .5 hours research time 

• Research survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Thomas Ralph that will 
search all available collections of documents that are published online including 
but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original 
documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and church 
records; secondary documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, 
record index entries and published genealogies. 
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4. Digital Collections Survey, Up to .5 hours research time 
• Research survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Jozef Wasikowski that will 

search all available collections of documents that are published online including 
but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original 
documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and church 
records; secondary documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, 
record index entries and published genealogies. 

 
5. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 1 hour research time 

• Research survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Frances Lorsch that will 
search all available collections of documents that are published online including 
but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original 
documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and church 
records; secondary documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, 
record index entries and published genealogies. 

 
6A. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 1 hour research time 

• Research survey on the identities and direct ancestors of the ancestral couple 
Thomas J. Malak and Balbina Fluder that will search all available collections of 
documents that are published online including but not limited to Ancestry.com 
premium databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, 
military, probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may 
include copies of record transcriptions, record index entries and published 
genealogies. 

 

6B. On-Site Research at Family History Center in Loudonville, New York, Up to 2 
hours research time  

• An on-site survey of FamilySearch digitized records from Ostrzeszów, Poznań, 
Poland to search to obtain copies of original documentation to learn more about 
the identity and direct ancestors of Balbina Fluder  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


