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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identity and Direct Ancestors of John Patterson  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to verify and prove the identity of John Patterson who was reported 
to have been married to Ada Maude Ryburn on the 9th of October 1907 in Jud, Lamoure, 
North Dakota. On 4-18-2018 client submitted a copy of an original State marriage record 
for John Patterson and Ada Maude Ryburn to verify and prove the couple was married 
by an ordained minister of the gospel James I. Asher. Witnesses present to the religious 
marriage were Clara B. Green and Ira Bracken.  
 
In preparation of this report genealogist identified James I. Asher was a minster of the 
gospel for a Methodist Episcopal Church in Jud (he was referred to on page 14 of 
‘Minutes of the Seventeenth Annual Session of the North Dakota Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church held in Jamestown, North Dakota from the 9th-12th 
October 1902’). Rev. Asher was also mentioned in a compilation made by the Blacksea 
German Research Group.  
 
An informative table was obtained by genealogist in preparation of this report that lists 
all the brides and grooms married in LaMoure County, North Dakota from 1883-1926. 
The records are organized by the surname of the groom, and genealogist noted the 
surnames Patterson and Peterson as being common to the area. The chart may be 
important to reference as research is completed on our subject because he may have 
had family that resided near him in North Dakota. This chart was added to the Customer 
Dashboard for reference.  
 
Client stated she has a copy of an original death record for John Patterson and reported 
that the record did not report the identities of his parent or the specific location of his 
birth. Little information is known about his life before his marriage to Ada in 1907 or 
earlier. On Ancestry account of client three Federal population census records were 
collected on the household of John and Ada Patterson from the years 1910, 1920 and 
1930. State censuses from North Dakota were also submitted on the household of John 
and Ada Patterson for the years 1915 and 1925. John Patterson was noted on two of the 
three Federal population census records to have been born in Sweden and there was 
one record from 1910 that noted he was born in Illinois to parents born in Scotland. 
Overall, it seems likely our subject was born in Sweden.  
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The census records indicate he may have migrated to the United States as an infant 
around the year of his birth circa 1867. No census records were submitted yet on the 
identity of John Patterson that date prior to the year 1910 to learn more about his early 
life and no copies of original documentation have been obtained yet to establish and 
prove the identities of the parents to our subject John Patterson or his specific place of 
birth in Sweden. The 1920 census noted he was naturalized in 1875 as a minor, which 
gives the impression his father became a naturalized citizen in or before that year for 
his son to have attained citizenship. Prior to 1921 in the U.S. minor children and wives 
at the time their father and/husbands became naturalized.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
The Jud United Methodist Church is still in operation today and genealogist recommends 
up to half an hour research time be applied to request a copy of an original church 
issued marriage record for John Patterson and Ada Maude Ryburn. It is important to 
request a copy of this record because there is a chance the parents of the groom were 
reported on the church registration.  
 

Correspondence Time is a term we use to describe research tasks that involve 
direct contacts with government agencies, historical societies, or other entities to 
submit requests for documents; often including the completion of formal request 
forms, emails, or mail correspondence. Correspondence tasks are billed at half 
our normal research rate. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
Correspondence, up to .5 hours correspondence time + up to TBD record copy fees  

• To contact and submit a request to The Jud United Methodist Church to obtain a 
copy of a Church marriage record for John Patterson and Ada Maude Ryburn  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


