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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identity of John E. Hunter   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to verify and prove the identity of John Hunter with a goal to verify 
the identities of his parents who may have been John E. and Jane Hunter. The identities 
of the parents to John E. Hunter were established by client after copies of an 1870 and 
1880 census records were found on a Hunter family that resided in Pittsburgh those 
years. On the 1870 and 1880 census records John E. Hunter was described to have been 
born in Pennsylvania to parents born in Ireland. A death record was submitted for John 
E. Hunter, but it did not report the identities of his parents because the death informant 
did not know their names or specific places of birth.  
 
A State issued marriage record was submitted for John E. Hunter to verify and prove he 
was married during 1899 in the city of Pittsburgh by Reverend A. Bash. The State 
marriage record did not report the identities of his parents and it may be possible a 
page of the license is missing due to a bad link on Ancestry.com. The bad link makes it 
difficult to prove the data reported in the index entry. In preparation of this report 
genealogist identified that there was a Reverend Appleton Bash who resided in 
Pittsburgh according to city directories and published magazines from the turn of the 
20th century. It was not possible to efficiently determine what parish of the Methodist 
Episcopal church he preached at and genealogist will make recommendations to 
investigate this further with a goal to locate a copy of a church issued marriage record 
for John E. Hunter. It is possible a church issued marriage record on John E. Hunter may 
report the identities of his parents.  
 
A 1900 census was submitted, and it reported J.E. and Clara Hunter resided at a 
household headed by Margaret Hunter. She was specifically noted to have been the 
mother of J.E. Hunter and she was described to have been born in Pennsylvania to 
parents born in Pennsylvania. Our subject J.E. Hunter was reported to have been the 
son of Margaret Hunter and he was further described to have been born in Pennsylvania 
to parents born in Pennsylvania. The 1900 census helps to prove the earlier census 
records submitted on ‘John E. Hunter’ from 1870 and 1880 may be for the wrong 
individual because the data conflicts about place of birth and place of birth of parents. 
On the 1910, 1920 and 1930 Federal population censuses John E. Hunter reported he 
was born in Pennsylvania to parents born in Pennsylvania.  
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After this initial review it appears the later life of of John E. Hunter has been satisfactorily 
proven; genealogist feels like the identities of the parents to our subject still need more 
documentation to be further proven. It seems like the mother of our subject was 
Margaret Hunter, but no other records on her identity indicated she had the given name 
or middle name of ‘Jane’. In addition, Margaret Hunter was reported in 1900 to have 
been born in Pennsylvania to parents born in Pennsylvania whereas the Jane Hunter on 
the 1870 and 1880 census records was reported to have been born in Ireland to parents 
born in Ireland. The identity between Warren Kenneth Hunter and his father our subject 
John E. Hunter was satisfactorily proven and helps to further prove the wife of John E. 
Hunter had the given name Clara, which verifies the marriage record on John E. Hunter 
was for the right individual.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing a digital 
collections survey on the identity of John E. Hunter and his direct ancestors beginning 
with his parents. In addition, genealogist will allocate a small portion of research time 
to determine the parish where John E. Hunter was married at during 1899 by Methodist 
Episcopal Rev. A. Bash.  
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2 hours research time 

• Research survey on the identity of John E. Hunter and minor subject Rev. A. Bash 
that will search all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original 
documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and church 
records; secondary documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, 
record index entries and published genealogies. 
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