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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Direct Ancestors of Joseph James Pask  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to verify and prove the identity of Joseph James Pask/Pesco (many 
variations of that surname) and his direct ancestors beginning with his parents who 
were most likely Vincent ‘James’ Pask/Pesco (or variation of) and Rose or Rosaria 
Montarti. The surname ‘Pask’ or ‘Pesco’ was Anglicized after the father of Joseph J. 
arrived at the U.S. For the purposes of this report the surname will be referenced as ‘P.’ 
because until original Italian documentation is found on this lineage it is not clear how 
the surname was recorded in Italy. It is important to note the name Vincenzo or Vincent 
was commonly Anglicized as ‘James’ which helps to explain why the father of Joseph J. 
went by both given names in the U.S.  
 
Client submitted copies of original and secondary documentation as well as shared an 
Ancestry member account with copies of original and secondary documentation 
attached. In preparation of this report genealogist reviewed and analyzed the data that 
was submitted. Genealogist has confidence in many of the records but there are some 
records that need to be re-evaluated due to inconsistencies. After a review of the oral 
history submitted and beginning with the identity of Joseph J. P. the following records 
seem accurate: 1915 New York State census from Poughkeepsie, Duchess, New York 
1930 Federal population census from Highlands, Orange, New York, 1940 Federal 
population census from Highlands, Orange, New York, 1989 Florida Death Index Entry, 
and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Index Entry.  
 
One record that seems out of place is the 1910 Federal population census taken in 
Oswego, Oswego, New York. The names and ages as well as dates of migration of those 
born in Italy of the ‘Pesco’ family on the 1910 Federal population census does not match 
well with what was reported on the 1915 census taken in Poughkeepsie. The family in 
Oswego arrived earlier in time; the couple in Oswego ‘Antonio and Mary’ Pesco were 
married circa 1905 and the names/ages of their children are not exact matches to the 
1915 census. On the 1915 census only two daughters were born early enough to the 
couple in Poughkeepsie to have made a 1910 census whereas the family from Oswego 
already had three children by the time the 1910 census was taken. 
 
Moving onto the identity of Vincenzo or ‘James’ P. two records that conflict each other 
on the Ancestry member account include a 1917 U.S. City Directory from Poughkeepsie 
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for Rose the widow of Vincenzo compared to a 1917 WWI Draft Registration for Vincenzo 
‘Pesco’ who resided in Jersey City, New Jersey that year. Genealogist feels the city 
directory from Poughkeepsie is accurate because the typed oral history submitted by 
client reported Poughkeepsie was the place of birth for Joseph J. P. The 1915 census 
seems accurate after a review of the identities within the P. household in 1915, which 
makes the 1917 city directory seem accurate. If the 1917 city directory is accurate the 
1917 WWI Draft registration is for the wrong individual for two reasons (1) Vincenzo 
‘James’ P. was deceased by 1917 and (2) the P. family was not known to have resided in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. The WWI Draft Registration should be removed from the record 
as well as the 1915 New York State census taken in Queens County, New York for 
‘Vincent’ ‘Pesco’. On the 1915 N.Y.S. census that ‘Vincenzo Pesco’ resided alone and 
worked in the confectionary industry.  
 
According to the 1915 N.Y.S. census that is accurate on the P. family in Poughkeepsie 
the head of the home Vincent was reported to have arrived circa 1902 whereas his wife 
was said to have arrived circa 1905. No children were born in Italy to the couple and the 
eldest child listed on the 1915 census was a daughter born circa 1903 in the U.S., which 
means it is likely the date of migration may be more accurate for Vincent, but not for 
Rose. The couple likely arrived in the U.S. by 1902 or 1903 and it is not clear if they were 
married in Italy or the U.S. A very important observation made from the 1920 and 1930 
census records linked to Rose P. is that Vincenzo P. was deceased before 1920.  
 
Ancestry member account reported he was deceased in Brooklyn during 1955, but the 
1920 and 1930 censuses on Rose, which seem accurate, both reported that Rose was 
remarried by 1920 and widowed again by 1930.  The 1917 city directory for Rose 
reported she was widowed as early as 1917, which means our subject Vincenzo or James 
P. died circa 1915-1917 unless he abandoned the family and relocated down to Brooklyn 
where he later died. No copy of an original death certificate was submitted yet to further 
analyze if our subject died in Brooklyn during 1955. A 1910 Federal population census 
has not yet been found on the P. family in the U.S. to learn more about their 
approximate dates of arrival and naturalization status that year. It is not clear yet if the 
naturalization record submitted for ‘Pasqualle Vincenzo’ is for the right subject because 
no other evidence has been found yet to link him to Gloversville, Fulton County, New 
York.  
 
The three ship passenger lists submitted for Vincenzo P. from 1902, 1903 and 1910 may 
not be accurate because no information on those records helps clarify which one(s) may 
be for our subject. No passenger list was submitted yet on Rose P. to verify and prove 
how and when she entered the U.S. Family notes reported her surname was ‘Montarti’ 
but no copies of original documentation were submitted yet to verify and prove that 
was her maiden name. No marriage documents have been obtained yet to verify and 
prove where the couple was married, and it is possible they were married in Italy or the 
U.S. An obituary was submitted for Rose P. to verify and prove she died during 1938 in 
Poughkeepsie. The obituary mentioned her daughters and that she was a widow of  
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James ‘Pask’ but it did not report her specific place of origin or the identities of her 
parents or any siblings. Family notes report the couple Vincent or James P. and Rose P. 
had origins from Calabria, but their specific places of origin have not been established 
yet.    
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing a digital 
collections survey on the identity and direct ancestors of Joseph J. P. and beginning with 
his parents Vincenzo ‘Vincent’ or ‘James P.’ and Rose Montarti. Goals of this survey will 
be to learn more about the early lives of the couple in the U.S. as well as to establish 
and prove their specific places of origin in Italy. If genealogist can efficiently establish 
and prove their specific place or places or origin it may also be possible to obtain copies 
of their original Italian civil birth registrations, which will prove how the surname P. was 
recorded in Italy prior to migration.     
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2 hours research time 

• Research survey on the identity of Joseph J. P. and beginning with his parents 
Vincenzo ‘Vincent’ or ‘James P.’ and Rose Montarti that will search all available 
collections of documents that are published online including but not limited to 
Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original documentation may 
include census, vital, military, probate, land and church records; secondary 
documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, record index entries 
and published genealogies. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


