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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identities of Michelangelo DiCello & Tommasina Manfredo  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to establish and prove the specific place of origin and marriage for a 
couple who were the direct ancestors to client named Michelangelo DiCello and 
Tommasina Manfredo.  
 
The 1919 declaration of intention record (naturalization) submitted by client for 
Michelangelo DiCello reported he was born on the 18th of May 1882 in Platania, 
Catanzaro, Calabria, Italy. He further reported that he left from the Port of Naples and 
arrived at the Port of New York on the 8th of April 1906 on the vessel the S.S. Princess 
Irene. On the declaration of intention for Michelangelo DiCello it reported his wife was 
Tommasina was born in ‘Italy’, but it did not report her specific place of origin in Italy. 
The 1922 petition for naturalization record submitted by client for Michelangelo DiCello 
reiterated that he was born on the 18th of May 1881 in Platania, Italy, but his date and 
place of arrival at the Port of New York was different than what he reported on his 
declaration of intention record.  
 
On the petition for naturalization Michelangelo DiCello stated that he arrived at the Port 
of New York from the Port of Naples on the 9th of April 1909 aboard the vessel the S.S. 
Princess Irene. A certificate of arrival was enclosed as part of the petition for 
naturalization and it reported Michelangelo Dicello arrived at the Port of New York on 
the 9th of April 1909 on the vessel the S.S. Princess Irene. It is best to trust date, place 
and method of entry into the U.S. for Michelangelo DiCello that was reported on the 
certificate of arrival issued by the U.S. Department of Labor Immigration Service. The 
certificate of arrival was an official document collection by the Bureau of Naturalization 
to verify and prove when, where and how subjects entered the U.S.   
 
The petition for naturalization from 1922 reported the wife of Michelangelo named 
Tommasina was born on the 3rd of March 1884 in Italy, but her specific place of origin 
as well as her maiden name was not reported on the record. Three of the six children 
born to Michelangelo and Tommasina DiCello were reported on the petition for 
naturalization as having been born in Italy, but their specific places of birth in Italy were 
not recorded. Those children who were born in Italy included Mary, born the 17th 
November 1901, Rose, born on the 23rd of August 1907 and James born on the 5th of 
April 1909. Since Michelangelo and Tommasina had their first three children in Italy it 
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helps to prove the couple was likely married in Italy prior to 1901, though it is not clear 
yet where the couple was specifically married.  
 
Copies of original death records were obtained by client, but copies of those original 
records have not been released to genealogist yet. It is important for client to obtain 
these documents, or at a minimum, if client does not have copies of those death records 
but knows the identities of the parents reported for our subjects on those records it is 
requested the client submit that data for genealogist before any research is executed.  
 
It is important to note a request was submitted to the civil registration officer in Platania 
to search for copies of original Italian birth record for Michelangelo DiCello. The town 
reported a birth record was found for a child named Michelangelo DiCello, but his 
parents were reported to have been named Vincenzo DiCello and Margherita Colombo. 
Platania will not release a copy of the birth record for the child named Michelangelo 
DiCello because the identity of his parents did not match the death record obtained for 
Michelangelo DiCello.  
 
 A request has not been submitted yet to the civil registration officer in Platania to 
search for a birth record for Tommasina Manfredo, or for a marriage record for the 
couple Michelangelo DiCello and Tommasina Manfredo. No requests were submitted to 
Plantania to determine if one of three first Italian born children to Michelangelo DiCello 
and Tommasina Manfredo were born there. No copies of other original documentation 
like migration or census records were submitted on our subjects yet.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
To better diagnose why birth records were unable to be found for our subject in Platania 
even though our subject swore twice on two of his naturalization records that he was 
born there it will be important to search for American documentation that may reveal 
more details about his and his wife’s early life in Italy.   
 
It is important to search for migration and U.S. census records they may reveal a clue 
about our subjects that was not previously known. For example, the ship passenger list 
for Michelangelo Dicello may report the identity of a living parent that was left behind 
in Italy. If a passenger list for Michelangelo reported that he left behind a father named 
Vincenzo that record carries more weight than the death record because the passenger 
list was created when our subject was aware of early life; whereas the death record was 
created after a death informant reported biographical information on the deceased.  
 
Sometimes misinformation was reported on death records because the data reported 
was not further investigated and assumed to be fact. Today the process is the same as 
it was when our subjects died, and it is very common for errors to be made if a death 
informant was misinformed. In situations were no new information is found on the 
primary subject of focus it is best to begin to search for any leads on siblings or extended 
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family that also migrated to the U.S. because those family members may have shared a 
common place of origin.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing a digital 
collections survey on the identities of Michelagenlo DiCello and Tommasina Manfredo 
after client relays to genealogist the identities of their parents as reported on copies of 
their death records.  
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2 hours research time  

• Research survey on the identities of Michelangelo DiCello and Tommasina 
Manfredo that will search all available collections of documents that are 
published online including but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. 
Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, 
land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies of 
record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


