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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identity & Direct Ancestors of Michael Wolz   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to learn more about the identity and direct ancestors of Michael Wolz. 
The specific date and place of birth and death for Michael Wolz was recorded on his 
death certificate submitted by client. On his death record it was said that Michael Wolz 
was born on the 15th of August 1851 in Syracuse, Onondaga County, New York to George 
Wolz and Jane ‘Smitz’. The death record verifies and proves Michael Wolz died on the 
19th of December 1915 in Homer, Cortland County, New York. The image of the original 
death record did not report his specific place of internment but did indicate that he was 
buried at a cemetery in Homer.  
 
An obituary was submitted for the identity of Michael Wolz and it is important to note 
the record image was a clipping of his obituary so the date it was published as well as 
the title of the paper it was published in is not visible on the image. The obituary 
reported the burial services for Michael Wolz were officiated by a Rev. F.F. Merring and 
that he had been interred at the Glenwood cemetery. A Find a Grave burial index entry 
was submitted on the identity of Michael Wolz and although it did not contain an image 
of his original gravestone it reported Michael Wolz was buried at the Glenwood 
Cemetery in Homer, Cortland County, New York. On Find a Grave the date of birth 
reported for Michael Wolz was said to have been September 1849.  
 
A copy of an original obituary was submitted for Mrs. Margaret Beaton Wolz, but 
because it was a clipping from the original paper the date it was published and the title 
of the paper it was published is not visible on the record. The obituary reported 
Margaret had her burial officiated by Rev. George M. Gordon of Elmwood Presbyterian 
church. A copy of an original obituary was also submitted for Fred Wolz and similarly 
the date it was published and the title of the paper it was published is not visible on the 
record. An obituary that may be related to George Wolz was submitted and client 
included a clipping as well as a copy. 
 
Genealogist reviewed client Ancestry member account which included a 1900 Federal 
population census on the household of Michael Wolz. During 1900 Michael Wolz resided 
in Syracuse, Onondaga county, New York with his wife and children. Two city directories 
were submitted on Michael Wolz from 1914 and 1931 to verify and prove he removed 
to Cortland County by 1914. It was said on Ancestry member account of client that 
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Michael Wolz married Margaret during 1898, but a specific date and place of marriage 
has not yet been established for the couple and a copy of their State or church issued 
marriage record has not been obtained yet. Client mentioned Michael Wolz was most 
likely a Methodist Episcopalian, but no church issued records like a christening, 
marriage or burial record have been obtained yet for Michael Wolz. No early census 
records prior to 1900 have been obtained yet for Michael Wolz and it may be possible 
he appeared on Federal population census records from 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880.  
 
Client has not yet obtained copies of any original sources that can be conclusively linked 
to the identities of George Wolz and Jane Smitz over time from the United States or 
Europe. Specific dates and place of birth, marriage and death are not yet known for the 
couple, but it is believed that they had origins from Germany and died at an unknown 
location in New York State. If Michael Wolz was born in the U.S. circa 1849-1851 it can 
be deduced that his parents arrived in the U.S. in or before he was born, but no copies 
of original migration or naturalization records have been found that are conclusively 
related to the parents of Michael Wolz. The identities of any siblings to Michael Wolz are 
not yet known because very little information has been found on the early life of Michael 
Wolz prior to 1900.  
 
Client submitted a newspaper article from the Buffalo Courier published on the 23rd of 
November 1874 that contained an obituary for a man named George Wolz who 
committed suicide. It was said that this George Wolz was about fifty when he died which 
means he was born around 1824. It was said that this George Wolz was a married, 
German-born tanner at the time of his death. It is not clear yet if this obituary is related 
to the father of our research subject Michael Wolz known as George Wolz.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
It is important to remember as reported by Familysearch that, “Syracuse [was] first 
known as Webster's Camp and Webster's Landing, 1786; known as Bogardus Corner, 
1796-1809; changed to Milan in 1809; South Salina in 1812; Cossit's Corners in 1814; 
and Syracuse in 1824. inc. as village 1825, and as city 1847. It is extremely important to 
locate early census records on the identity of Michael Wolz because so little is known 
about their identities at project start. Client has been unable to find census records on 
Michael Wolz that date prior to 1900 and it is possible the identities of his parents as 
recorded on his death record may have been listed inaccurately. It is not clear yet if 
Michael Wolz had siblings, or how many siblings he had.   
 
Genealogist identified original and secondary church records from Syracuse, Onondaga 
County, New York from Methodist Episcopal and Presbyterian churches in the city on 
Familysearch. The earliest Presbyterian records date from 1824 and are available only 
on-site at a Familysearch family history center. None of the Methodist Episcopal church 
records date prior to 1858; but records are available for survey from Familysearch by 
remote access.  
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It was also discovered that the City Clerk’s office of Syracuse did not began to formally 
record marriages until 1908, which means a State issued marriage record for Michael 
Wolz and his wife Margaret does not exist today. It will be important for the genealogist 
to learn more about churches including Methodist Episcopal churches that operated in 
Syracuse to identify potential matches beyond what is listed in the Familysearch catalog. 
It will also be important to learn more about the early life of Michael Wolz to establish 
facts about the identities of his parents over time.  
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to one and a half hours of research time 
completing an on-site digital collections survey at the Familysearch Family History 
Center in Loudonville, New York, to learn more about the identity of Michael Wolz and 
his direct ancestors beginning with his parents known as George Wolz and Jane ‘Smitz’. 
One goal of research will be to survey the church records identified in preparation of 
this report to seek out a copy of an original church issued marriage record for Michael 
Wolz and Margaret Beaton. It may also be possible to find a christening record for 
Michael Wolz or christening records that date later in time related to the siblings of 
Michael Wolz. 
 
It is very important for genealogist to continue to search for Federal population and 
New York State censuses as well as newspaper articles related to the immediate family 
of Michael Wolz over time prior to 1900. Naturalization records from Onondaga County 
are available for survey and if enough information is established about the identity of 
George Wolz it may be possible to search for a copy of his naturalization paperwork to 
determine his specific place of origin. A migration record will also be important to find 
for George Wolz, and genealogist may be able to locate the migration record efficiently 
if additional information is collected on his identity over time in the U.S.  
 

An On-Site Digital Collections Survey at the Familysearch Family History Center in 
Loudonville, New York is a term we use to describe a research survey that must 
be performed at a Familysearch Family History Centers. Familysearch offers 
remote access to the public of some digitized record collections, but many of 
digitized record collections are locked from the public and only accessible to the 
public on-site at Familysearch Family History Centers using a special portal.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. On-Site Research at Family History Center in Loudonville, New York, Up to 1.5 
hours research time  
• An on-site survey of FamilySearch digitized records to search to obtain copies of 

original documentation to learn more about the identity and direct ancestors of 
Michael Wolz. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies of 
record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
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