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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Starting Points:  
 
In this section, Tara will summarize the data and goals submitted by client in the 
welcome packet phase. Client is encouraged to report if any additional information is 
known at project start as well as to correct any facts that may have been misinterpreted.  
  
Client has a desire to verify and prove the identity of John W. Moore with a goal to find 
copies of original documentation to establish and prove the identities of previously 
unknown direct ancestors beginning with the identities of his parents.  
 
A copy of an original death certificate submitted by client indicated J.W. Moore died on 
9 November 1901 in Greene County, Indiana. The death informant was his wife Martha 
Anne Peninger. On the record she reported that to the best of her knowledge the 
deceased John W. Moore was the son of Leonard Moore and Susan Mobly, both with 
origins from an unspecified location in New York State. As discussed with client there is 
a possibility the given name of the father to John W. Moore may have been Lewis or 
another name close to Leonard or Lewis.  
 
A family bible record submitted by client reported a date of birth and death for Captain 
John W. Moore and his wife Martha Anne. The bible record reported John was born on 
8 March 1820 and died on 9 November 1901. A wife of Captain John W. Moore was 
described to have been Martha Anne Peninger born on 30 May 1853 and died on 11 
May 1936. In a letter submitted to genealogist by client on 11 September 2017 it is 
believed John Moore may have been married more than once and the first marriage 
may not have ended by separation rather than a formal divorce.  
 
A copy of a request to obtain military pension files related to John W. Moore submitted 
in 1992 was reviewed by genealogist. It is not clear where the pension file numbers were 
originally found, but according to the request Martha Ann received a widow’s pension 
after the death of her husband John in 1901. Before his deceased it was noted that John 
W. Moore filed applied no. 621517 to obtain certificate no. 518104 to obtain a pension 
from the Federal government because he was rendered an invalid after his military 
service. His widow Martha Anne was said to have applied for a pension under 
application no. 753387, certificate no. 590979. Another miscellaneous number was 
noted on the request C. 954171. A letter was submitted with this request that none of 
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the pension files could be found in the holdings of the National Archives and Records 
Administration. It was advised to contact the Veterans Administration to continue to 
seek out the files.  
 
A letter created by John Moore was described by client in which John pleaded for the 
commission he was promised, and to ensure that commission, he offered to accept the 
command of a unit of African American soldiers. The letter was said to have been 
penned very well with limited grammatical errors, which gives the impression he was 
an educated man. A genealogist in the past found a military document that stated John 
Moore joined as a Corporal of Company H of the 67th Regiment of Indiana Volunteers at 
Lawrence County, Indiana on 8 August 1862 by Captain Kelly. He was said to have been 
mustered into service at Madison on 19 August 1862 for a term of three years by 
Lieutenant Newman, United States Army.  
 
A notation was made on the record that stated an age of forty and the words ‘no muster 
roll out’. The certificate was provided as proof that John Moore served as part of 
Company H of the 67th regiment of the Indiana Volunteers. The client and genealogist 
Byron Sistler who performed a previous investigation came to a possible conclusion that 
John Moore may have been promised an officers commission, but never received it. 
Client stated during a discussion that when John Moore was buried he had a military 
tombstone, but family later replaced that stone with a more modern one without any 
notation of him being a veteran.  
 
A letter created by a genealogist summarized the research that was previously 
completed and now the major research obstacle to overcome is the ability to find 
documentation to link the Moore family including John and his parents to a specific 
place of residence and origin in New York State. Census records found on John Moore 
taken in Indiana consistently state he was born in New York to parents born in New 
York. It is not clear if the parents of John Moore remained in New York until their deaths 
or if the couple removed to another location in the United States where they later died. 
No copy of original documentation have been found yet on a couple that may have been 
the parents of John Moore. If documentation can be found to pinpoint the family to a 
location in New York it may lead to the discovery of church records that could be 
surveyed to locate a christening record for John to conclusively link his identity to his 
parents.  
 
Secondary information was submitted about a lineage that may be related to John 
Moore. The notes state it may be possible Isaac Moore and Hannah Studley were the 
parents of a son named John Moore born in 1802 and died in 1878. It then seems 
possible John Moore born in 1802 may have been the father of John W. Moore born in 
1820 who later died in 1901. More names were submitted on the lineage, but it is not 
clear if this line is link to the direct line of John W. Moore.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
Genealogist will search for copies of original documentation to establish and prove the 
identities of the parents to John W. Moore. Depending on the result it may lead to the 
genealogist completing a survey of probate records from New York State to see if a 
record can be found to link John W. Moore to the identity of his father. If his father died 
at a place in New York and died with a will it may be possible he left John W. Moore 
property or land.  
 
It is important to note the earliest census found on John W. Moore was an 1880 Federal 
population census taken in Lawrence County, Indiana and it will be important to seek 
out census records that date earlier than 1880 to see if it is possible to associate John 
W. Moore with the identities of his parents or other family members like siblings or 
cousins that could lead to the discovery of the identities of his parents. John W. Moore 
should have been recorded on the 1850, 1860 and 1870 censuses and those records 
have not yet been found. Pension records have also not been found for John W. Moore 
after more than one file number was submitted to N.A.R.A. It will be important to seek 
out those records because it may be possible to locate the record now using a premium 
database.  
 
To start genealogist recommends applying up to two hour of research time completing 
a digital collections survey on John W. Moore and the identities of his parents, which 
may have been Leonard (or Lewis) Moore and Susan Mobly. This research survey will be 
covered in full by the gift certificate. Digitized original and secondary evidence will be 
searched and obtained to verify and prove the direct ancestors of client with an 
emphasis to establish and prove the identities of previously unknown direct ancestors. 
Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and 
church records. Secondary documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, 
record index entries and published genealogies.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2-hours research time 

Digitized original and secondary evidence will be searched to obtain to use as 
proof to verify and prove the identity of John W. Moore and the identities of his 
parents with a goal to establish and prove the identities of his previously 
known direct ancestors 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 


