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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  Identity of John W. Moore  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Client has a desire to learn more about the early life of John W. Moore before his 
marriage to Martha A. Peninger in 1876. Genealogist has completed searches but has 
been unable to efficiently locate Federal population census records related conclusively 
to our subject John W. Moore from the years 1850, 1860 and 1870.  
 
The marriage record for John Moore proves he married Martha A. Peninger on the 11th 
of March 1876 in Martin County, Indiana. The couple was married by ‘Jasper N. George,’ 
but because no annotation was made by his name, it is not clear if he was a minister of 
the gospel; which means the couple may or may not have also celebrated a religious 
ceremony. If the couple was married at a church it may be possible a church issued 
marriage record could exist that reports more about the specific place of origin and 
identities of the parents to the groom. Our subject and his parents were reported to 
have been born in New York State according to vital and census records collected so far.  
 
Federal population census records from 1880 and 1900 have been found on our subject 
to verify and prove he resided in Marshall, Lawrence County, Indiana in 1880 and 
Stockton, Greene County, Indiana. On the census records from 1880 and 1900 our 
subject was reported to have been a carpenter or builder. On the marriage record for 
our subject as well as the 1880 and 1900 censuses he was listed under the name ‘John 
Moore’. On the 1880 census a man named ‘William J. Moore’ resided a few households 
away; but he was significantly younger by over twenty years as well as reported to have 
been born in Indiana to parents born in Kentucky. During the previous phase 
genealogist was unable to determine a relationship between our subject and William J. 
Moore. 
 
Our subject was referred to as ‘J.W.’ Moore on documentation related to his death. A 
copy of an original obituary was found for J.W. Moore published in Wabash Valley, 
Indiana; but it did not contain biographical information on our subject. A copy of a death 
record was submitted a project start and it reported he was born to man named 
‘Leonard Moore’ as well as mother named ‘Susan Mobly’; but during previous phases of 
research it has not been possible to find any original documentation on that couple to 
prove their identities.  
 
Client submitted copies of files related to the pension application of Martha A. Moore. 
From a review of the files it seems clear the files were related to her pension and client 
noted many more depositions were included, which further helps to prove this is the 
pension file for Martha A. Moore. The large size of the pension file may be why it has 
been so difficult to locate a copy of the original record today and the request submitted 
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by genealogist is still pending. The files submitted by client provided key information 
about the early life of John Moore specifically information about two previous 
marriages, but no further information was provided about his specific place of birth or 
the identities of his parents. Client submitted the files from the pension with the most 
genealogically relevant data.  
 
The first wife of John Moore was described to have had the given name Lois, Louisa or 
Lucretia as well as the surname Huff or Huffman. Some reports describe that she passed 
away in New York State possibly in Belvedere, Allegheny County, New York or Utica, 
Oneida County New York.  Other reports give the impression she may left New York with 
John prior to the Civil War and resided in Calhoun, Kentucky before her death. The 
deposition of Philip Atchison noted that she may have also had at least one child before 
her death in Kentucky. John Moore was said to have been a gunsmith by trade before 
the Civil War broke out and residents of Calhoun testified he was a Yankee which helps 
to prove his origins were from New York State. Before the Civil War it was reported that 
she ‘left’ which may indicate she died or abandoned her family. No one in any of the 
documents was able to prove where she ended up.  
 
After the Civil War ended John Moore was described to have married Sarah Keenon 
during 1863 in Woodbury, Greene County, Kentucky. The marriage ended in a divorce 
that was filed on the 27th of July 1874 in Warren County, Kentucky.  In a deposition she 
reported John Moore said he was from Utica, Oneida County, New York. Sarah was 
aware of the first wife of John and stated a Mr. Alfred Johnson reported to her while she 
was married to John Moore that the first wife was still alive in New York State. Sarah 
further reported John Moore was a bridge builder by trade when she was married to 
him, and her name at the time of her deposition in 1905 was Sarah Bailey. A copy of the 
divorce record was submitted between Sarah Moore and John Moore. In the document 
Sarah gave the card and custody of two children to John Moore named Mary J. Frank 
and Fred Moore. The defendant did not appear in court and Sarah Moore was awarded 
the divorce.  
 
A file stated that John Moore was proved to have had no relation to men named Lewis 
and Gus Moore who resided in Calhoun, Kentucky around the time John Moore died. An 
investigator who worked on pension application reported he exhausted all possible 
sources of information from Calhoun, but he did not report the specific records that he 
consulted to learn more about John Moore.  
 
The investigator also noted he confirmed the identity of ‘Lois Huffman’ and that he had 
a possible lead related vital records in city of Utica, but no further report was made to 
understand what lead or leads he was referring to.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time to continue 
completing a digital collections survey on (1) the identity of John W. Moore and his direct 
ancestors beginning with his parents, (2) his first wife known as Lois Huffman or close 
variation of that name and (3) minor children named Mary J. Frank and Fred Moore.  
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2 hours research time 

• Research survey (1) the identity of John W. Moore and his direct ancestors 
beginning with his parents, (2) his first wife known as Lois Huffman or close 
variation of that name and (3) minor children named Mary J. Frank and Fred 
Moor that will search all available collections of documents that are published 
online including but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of 
original documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, land and 
church records; secondary documentation may include copies of record 
transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
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