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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus: Identity & Direct Paternal Ancestors of Bennie Barrow  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to learn more about identity of Bennie Barrow with an emphasis to 
verify and prove the identities of his direct paternal ancestors beginning with his father 
known as Sam Barrow. Bennie Barrow was the son of Sam Barrow and is believed to 
have been born on the 11th of January 1916. A date and place of marriage as well as 
death has not been reported yet for Bennie Barrow. Specific dates and places of birth, 
marriage or death are not known yet about the identity of Sam Barrow. Bennie Barrow 
likely died circa 1966 or earlier because he was known to have died around the time his 
granddaughter Vanessa Hicks was about eight to nine years old. A pedigree chart was 
submitted by client to visualize what is known at project start. Client had a discussion 
with client and the oral history on the family provided many facts that may be pertinent 
to this case.  
 
It is strongly believed Bennie Barrow and his father Sam Barrow had origins from the 
Caribbean possibly from the Bahamas or Barbados. Both men were noted by family and 
friends to have had thick Caribbean accents. It was said that Sam Barrow had at least 
one sibling, a brother, Rev. Reginald Barrow. Client investigated the history of Barbados 
and reported the fist prime minister in 1966 was Errol Barrow. Various secondary 
sources cited by client reported the father of Errol Barrow was Rev. Reginald Barrow. It 
may be possible the paternal uncle to Bennie Barrow who is the brother of his father 
Sam Barrow could be related to the first prime minister of Barbados. Little is known 
about the lives of Bennie Barrow and Sam Barrow because they did not share with family 
members details about their lives.  
 
Bennie Barrow was described by family as being a secretive and mysterious man. He 
told his family he was a custodian by trade but left for work wearing inappropriate attire 
like a three-piece suit and top hat. He was known to have frequently made trips to the 
Barbados when his daughter Shirley Barrow was a young child. Bennie was said to have 
returned from the Caribbean with luxury items like rum and cigars. Bennie was known 
to have regularly purchased expensive cars specifically Black Cadillac’s which is another 
detail of his life that makes his family today believe he may have been an outlaw. Bennie 
had at least three daughters Shirley Barrow, grandmother of client, Charlotte Barrow as 
well as another daughter whose name is not known from California. Client believes 
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Bennie Barrow owned about forty acres of land in Mississippi close to the State line of 
Louisiana.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
Genealogist recommends applying up to two hours of research time completing a digital 
collections survey on the identity of Bennie Barrow with a primary emphasis to learn 
more about his direct paternal ancestors beginning with his father Sam Barrow.    
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 2 hours research time 

• Research survey on the identity of Bennie Barrow with a primary emphasis to 
learn more about his direct paternal ancestors beginning with his father Sam 
Barrow with an emphasis on the Barrow lineage that will search all available 
collections of documents that are published online including but not limited to 
Ancestry.com premium databases. Copies of original documentation may 
include census, vital, military, probate, land and church records; secondary 
documentation may include copies of record transcriptions, record index entries 
and published genealogies. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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