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Initial Consultation Report  
Tara A. Fantauzzi, Professional Genealogist 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Subjects of Focus:  1900 Federal population census – Household of Peter Boletto  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The purpose of this report is to summarize the data and goals for your project. Please 
review the information in this report carefully and report if any additional information 
is known at project start or if any of the information should be changed or corrected. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Client has a desire to obtain a copy of an original 1900 Federal population census record 
for the household of Peter Boletto with a goal to later obtain a certified copy of that 
census record for his Italian dual citizenship application.  
 
On Ancestry member account client submitted 1910 and 1920 Federal population 
census records on the household of Peter Boletto and during those years his family 
resided in Essex, Kankakee County, Illinois. Upon close inspection of the 1910 census it 
is clear the census enumerator made a few errors beginning with the place of birth 
reported for Richard Boletto. On the 1910 census the eldest son who resided at the 
household of Peter Boletto was said to have been Richard Boletto born in Illinois circa 
1889. Although the census reported he was born in Illinois client submitted two pieces 
of evidence to prove that he was born in Italy specifically a WWI draft registration card 
for Richard Boletto that reported he was born in Salassa, Torino, Piemonte, Italy and 
and a copy of his original Italian civil birth record from Salassa that reported he was 
born on the 22nd of March 1888.  
 
Since Richard Boletto was born in Italy, but the 1910 census reported that he was not, 
it seems likely that the date of migration to the U.S. as reported on the 1910 census for 
Peter and his wife Mary Boletto is also inaccurate. The ancestry member account of 
client reported a child named Teresa was born after ‘Richard’ on the 14th of December 
1889 in Italy, and she was the last child said to have been born in Italy prior to the 
migration of Peter and Mary Boletto.  
 
On the 1910 census as well as the Ancestry member account of client none of the other 
children at the Boletto household were reported to have been born in Italy. It is also 
important to note that by 1910 the child referred to as ‘Teresa’ did not appear on the 
1910 census with her family. By 1910 Teresa would have been about twenty-one years 
old, which means she may have resided at her own household by the time the 1910 
census was taken or it could mean she died early in life and did not migrated to the U.S. 
The next child born after Teresa was Joseph and he was said to have been born in Illinois 
during 1891, which means their parents Peter and Mary likely arrived at the U.S. after 
December 1889, but before the fall of 1891.  
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Overall it seems highly likely that Peter and Mary Boletto migrated to the U.S. early 
enough to have made a 1900 Federal population census, but client has been unable to 
efficiently locate this document to verify and prove where they resided during that year 
before Peter Boletto became a naturalized citizen of the United States. From the places 
of birth reported for the Boletto children born during 1891-1901 it seems like the family 
may have been residents of Essex, Kannakee County, Illinois during the time when the 
1900 census was enumerated. Copies of original birth records or Illinois State birth 
index entries were submitted to verify and prove the specific places of birth in the State 
of Illinois where the Boletto children were born.   
 
Since client has been unable to find a 1900 Federal population census on the Boletto 
household it seems like that the names of the residents at the Boletto household that 
year were recorded inaccurately and possibly beyond the point of recognition. Further 
proof that their names were likely misspelled is the fact that the client has been unable 
to find a record on this family after doing searches of indexed census records on 
websites like Ancestry and Familysearch. It may be necessary to search the 1900 Federal 
population census returns from Essex page by page to locate a copy of an original 1900 
census record for the Boletto family. In preparation of this report genealogist identified 
that the 1900 Federal population census taken in Essex, Kankakee County, Illinois 
contains a total of 39 pages. If after a search of the 1900 census taken in Essex ends 
without a positive result that may indicate the family of Peter Boletto resided at another 
location in Illinois during 1900 and scope of the research survey should be widened to 
search other places within the State of Illinois.  
 
If after widened search of the State of Illinois to find a 1900 census on the household of 
Peter Boletto does not yield a positive result genealogist will make specific 
recommendations to begin submitting requests to obtain birth records on the earliest 
U.S. born Boletto children. An obstacle to obtaining those records though is the fact that 
the State of Illinois did not require Statewide registration of births until 1916, but some 
counties did maintain birth records as early as 1877. If it is not possible to find State 
issued birth records on the earliest born Boletto children another research strategy to 
employ would be to search for copies of original baptismal records that would report 
their specific places of birth. To find baptismal records at specific parishes in Illinois 
requests must be submitted for internal searches to be completed by the parish staff.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Research Recommendations: 
 
To start it is recommended genealogist applies up to one and a half hours of research 
time completing a digital collections survey on to locate a copy of a 1900 Federal 
population census for the Boletto family. Genealogist may have to search the 1900 
census returns by hand and if that task is completed and it is not possible to find a 
census record on our subjects the research scope will be widened to search other 
locations within the State of Illinois. If the scope is widened genealogist will search 
numerous combinations of the surname ‘Boletto’ and ‘Bolatto’ to find a record on our 
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subjects because it seems likely their names were misreported, which is why it has not 
been possible to find a census record yet after client completed numerous searches of 
indexed census records on Ancestry and Familysearch. If after the scope is widened and 
it is still not possible to find any possible census record matches genealogist will make 
specific recommendations for the client to consider to overcome the obstacle of being 
unable to find a 1900 census on the household of Peter Boletto like submitting requests 
to obtain birth and/baptismal records.    
 

Digital Collections Survey is a term we use to describe a research survey that 
exhausts all available collections of documents that are published online 
including but not limited to Ancestry.com and other premium information service 
databases. Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, 
probate, land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies 
of record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Itemized List of Research Recommendations: 
 
1. Digital Collections Survey, Up to 1.5 hour research time 

• Research survey to locate a 1900 Federal population census on the household of 
Peter ‘Boletto’ that will search all available collections of documents that are 
published online including but not limited to Ancestry.com premium databases. 
Copies of original documentation may include census, vital, military, probate, 
land and church records; secondary documentation may include copies of 
record transcriptions, record index entries and published genealogies. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

  

 

 


